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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Locke s Theory of the State For us Hobbes is the
recognized founder of the English school of politics and jurisprudence; while Filmer, as the late Prof. Croom
Robertson incidentally observed in discussing Hobbes (and I see no reason to doubt the soundness of the
remark), is saved by Locke from oblivion. In Locke s time Sir Robert Filmer was fashionable among royalists
and Hobbes was not. Hobbes s uncompromising rejection of ecclesiastical claims made it, in fact, impossible for
a party bound up with Anglican prelacy to have anything to do with him; and his justification of obedience to
any de facto government in being was hardly less distasteful to maintainers of the divine right of kings. Express
controversy with Hobbes was therefore quite useless for Locke s purpose. Nevertheless Locke must have seen
that, apart from the party strife of the moment, Hobbes was the really formidable adversary. Moreover Filmer,
with all his absurdities, had one fundamental point in common with Hobbes. Indeed he was the only publicist of
the time, so far as I know, who mentioned Hobbes with approval, though a limited approval. With no small
Content, says Filmer, I read Mr. Hobs s Book De Cive, and his Leviathan, about the Rights of Sovereignty, which
no man, that I know, hath so amply and judiciously handled: I consent with him about the Rights of exercising
Government, but I cannot agree to his means of acquiring it. Again: We do but flatter ourselves, if we hope ever
to be governed without an Arbitrary Power. No: we mistake, the Question is not, Whether there shall be an
Arbitrary Power; but the only...
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