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BiblioGov. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 44 pages. Dimensions:
9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.The Veterans Administration (VA) provides health care to most veterans at its own facilities;
however, when circumstances prevent veterans from traveling to VA facilities, VA authorizes them to obtain
care from private health care providers. GAO evaluated the VA system for determining how much to pay
private health care providers. Under VA reimbursement criteria, the maximum reimbursable fee for any
medical procedure should be at, or above the middle of, the range of fees normally charged, but should not
approach the top of the range. GAO found that: (1) of the maximum fees it reviewed, most were either above or
below the range under VA criteria; (2) 23 percent of the bills it examined were for fees outside the approved
range; and (3) it could not determine what the total dollar effect would be if all payments were within the
criteria. GAO also found that the VA system is outdated and inadequate because VA has not: (1) updated its list
of medical procedures, so clinics must determine for themselves the usual fee for such procedures; (2)
recognized changes in usual fees that come about because of improved technology; (3) converted to the
standard system for coding medical procedures; or (4) established a system to establish conversion factors that
result in appropriate fees. In addition, GAO found that VA could improve its fee schedule system by adopting
criteria used by the Medicare program and by the Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed
Services (CHAMPUS). This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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