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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Willard Straight in the Orient: With Illustrations
From His Sketch-Books One who had never been in the East could hardly have presumed to attempt this
chronicle had it not been for the letters and diaries of Willard Straight and the generous help of men and
women who were with him in China and Korea and Manchuria. These documents and the recollections of these
friends are responsible, as the reader will promptly discover from the abundant quotations, for whatever of
oriental atmosphere has been imparted to the narrative. The book is a work not so much of authorship as of
selection and arrangement. My own acquaintance with Willard Straight began about a year before the
entrance of America into the world war, when | was associated with him in one of the citizens movements for
preparedness. All who came in close contact with him cherished for him both admiration and affection, and |
was like the rest. Such an attachment naturally carried with it a lively interest in his career - a career which was
known to have been charged with romance but which, one felt certain, held far more of the picturesque and
exciting, of large vision, high idealism and tireless energy behind them, than had ever yet been told. So, when
there fell to me the opportunity to go deep into the records of this stirring life, | greeted that opportunity as a
rare privilege. Letters, diaries and memoranda yielded detailed accounts of Straight s intercourse with all
manner of men, high and low - mandarins, rickshaw coolies, admirals and generals, Buddhist priests, artists
and newspaper correspondents, princes, cabinet ministers, diplomats, explorers, missionaries, engineers,...
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