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illustrated. 1890 edition. Excerpt: . . . return he engaged to enter the war with an army of forty-five thousand
men. This compact was signed in September, 1743. In October, Fleuri being now dead, Louis XV. made with
Spain a treaty, by which he engaged to declare war against England and Sardinia, and to support the Spanish
claims in Italy, as also to Gibraltar, Mahon, and Georgia. Open war was thus near at hand, but the declaration
was still deferred. The greatest sea fight that took place occurred while nominal peace yet existed. In the latter
part of 1743 the Infante Philip of Spain had sought to land on the coast of the Genoese Republic, which was
unfriendly to the Austrians; but the attempt had been frustrated by the English fleet, and the Spanish ships
forced to retreat into Toulon. They lay there for four months, unable to go out on account of the English
superiority. In this dilemma the court of Spain applied to Louis XV. and obtained an order for the French fleet,
under the command of Admiral de Court, --an old man of eighty years, a veteran of the days of Louis XIV. , --to
escort the Spaniards either to the Gulf of Genoa or to their own ports, it does not clearly appear which. The
French admiral was ordered not to fire unless he was attacked. In order to secure the best co-operation of the
Spaniards, whose efficiency he probably distrusted, De Court proposed, as Ruyter had done...
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