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Layman to a Minister of the Free Church of Scotland on the Canon, the Pulpit, and Criticism My Dear Sir, - |
believe that this is the first time on which | have broken silence on this question. Like not a few other laymen |
have a filial desire for the welfare of the Free Church, and for the welfare of Scotland through it, but | have
thought that both might be best promoted by zealously holding ones tongue on the Robertson Smith matter,
and taking no side upon it. Like a good many such men, however, | have at last been driven out of mere silence.
Some general and important aspects of the question are coming to the front, which seem to me to demand not
so much special knowledge that | do not possess - as a frank interchange of conscientious views between
laymen and ministers. And while | have the honour to know most of the leading ministers of the Free Church, |
am desirous to address one who is not only a member of the Commission of Assembly which has to deal with
this special matter, but, above all things, a minister and a preacher - a man deservedly trusted and deservedly
beloved, as a devout and competent dispenser of the divine Word to at least two generations of his countrymen.
For reasons which will appear in the sequel, | think the influence of the Scottish pulpit, and the use which its
occupants may make of the knowledge which they already possess, of the highest importance in this matter.
Butin the...
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