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PCCS Books. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Madness Contested: Power and Practice, Steven
Coles, Sarah Keenan, Bob Diamond, This book contests how both society and Mental Health Services
conceptualise and respond to madness. Despite sustained criticisms from academia, survivor groups and
practitioners, the bio-genetic model of madness prevails and therefore shapes our very notions of what
madness is, who the mad are and how to respond. This dominant yet narrow view, at the heart of the
psychiatric system, is misinformed and misleading as well as fraught with tensions between the provision of
care and the function of social control. How and why does this system continue? What can be done to change
it? Encompassing both academic analysis and practical application, Madness Contested brings together nurses,
service-users, psychiatrists, psychologists, practitioners, and academics who promote alternative ways to
understand and approach madness. Their contributions debate questions such as: What are the processes and
forms of power involved in the current system? What interests are at play in maintaining dominant theories
and practices? What are the alternative conceptualizations of madness? Can practice incorporate openness,
modesty and a desire for equality? The perspectives are broad yet complimentary. Contributors include Peter
Beresford, Mary Boyle, John Cromby, Jacqui Dillon, Dave Harper, Eleanor Longden, Midlands Psychology
group, Joanna Moncrieff, David Pilgrim, Phil Thomas and Jan Wallcraft.
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