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indexed. Not illustrated. 1880 Excerpt: .still to exist. The popular conception of Hume may be said to remain
exactly what it was in his own day; nor indeed is this to be wondered at, since the whole subject lies within a
region into which the thought of the multitude has never yet penetrated. The more legitimate cause of surprise
is to be found in the fact, that by some of our leading physicists, not excepting even Professor Huxley, who
profess to take Hume for their master, and have revived and rehabilitated his philosophy that they may justify
by it their scepticism in religion, the real nature of his achievement appears to be so absolutely ignored, that
they can scarcely be said to have come in sight of the problem which Hume laboured to solve, much less to
have discerned the significance of the result to which his uncompromising dialectics led him. The complacent
appeal to his sceptical philosophy, to vindicate the erection of physical science on the ruins of theological belief,
reminds us of nothing so much as of Hogarth s rustic politician, sitting astride of the sign of the Crown, and
eagerly sawing through the beam which supports both it and him, in blissful unconsciousness that the issue of
his endeavour must inevitably be the cracking of his own crown, as well as the fall of the symbol against which
his seditious antipathy is directed. It is this remarkable failure to detect the direction direction and force of the
stroke...
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