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ble agriculture. A whollyvoluntary new program is established, the Conservation Security Program, which will
provide payments to farmers who practice sound conservation on working farmland, and funding is
dramatically increased for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program. The legislation also includes new
programs and enhanced funding for conserving and improving private forest lands. Rural community
development The Committee is also well aware that rural America involves much in addition to agricultural
production. Only six percent of rural Americans live on farms, and less than two percent of the U. S. rural
population is engaged in farming as a primary occupation. Fewer than one in four farm families receive the
majority of their income from farming, and so are dependent upon the rural economies around their farms.
Seven out of eight rural counties are dominated by varying mixes of manufacturing, services and other non-
farming activities. While rural development has traditionally focused much attention on providing physical
infrastructure to rural areas, this bill, in addition to supporting infrastructure, includes a number of innovative
and creative new approaches to rural revitalization. For instance, the bill authorizes the National Rural
Cooperative and Business Equity Fund to spur rural economic growth by generating the investment capital
critical to rural business development. Farm-based renewable energy While U. S. agriculture has been a long-
time world leader in food and fiber production, the Committee recognizes that American farms can also
generate abundant renewable energy. Indeed, much of the nations renewable energy potential is found on
agricultural lands and in rural areas. Ethanol, biodiesel, wind, biomass and hydrogen energy could become a
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